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CONFIDENTIAL BERLIN 01920 

E.O.l 1652: GDS 
TAGS: PINR, GER 

SUBJECT: NEW CENTRAL COMMITTEE SECRETARY FOR 
AGITATION AND PROPAGANDA NAMED 

1 . NEUES DEUTSCHLAND ANNOUNCED MARCH 14 THAT ITS 
EDITOR, JOACHIM HERRMANN, HAS BEEN NAMED PARTY 
SECRETARY OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE SED FOR 
AGITATION AND PROPAGANDA, SUCCEEDING THE LATE 
WERNER LAMBERZ. 

2. HERRMANN, WHO IS A CANDIDATE MEMBER OF THE 
POLITBURO AND ALREADY A PARTY SECRETARY, HAS BEEN 
EDITOR OF NEUES DEUTSCHLAND SINCE 1971 AND A 
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PROFESSIONAL JOURNALIST-EDITOR SINCE 1952. FROM 
1965 TO 1971 HERRMANN WORKED WITHIN THE GDR GOVERNMENT 
ON INNER-GERMAN RELATIONS. HERRMANN IS A PROTEGE OF 
ERICH HONECKER ANDHAS BUILT HIS CAREER.AT LEAST IN 
PART, ON THE BASIS OF HIS EARLY ASSOCIATION WITH 
HONECKER IN THE FREE GERMAN YOUTH ORGANIZATION. HE 
HAS BEEN A CANDIDATE MEMBER OF THE POLITBURO SINCE 
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1973 AND A PARTY SECRETARY SINCE 1976. AS PARTY 
SECRETARY, HE WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR INNER-GERMAN 
RELATIONS AND HAS BEEN A CHANNEL OF COMMUNICATION 
BETWEEN THE FRG AND THE GDR. HE IS REPORTEDLY 
INTELLIGENT AND A HARD WORKER. AT 49. HERRMANN 
IS AMONG THE YOUNGEST OF THE PARTY SECRETARIES. 

3. HERRMANN'S SUCCESSOR AS EDITOR-IN-CHIEF OF 
NEUES DEUTSCHLAND IS GUENTER SCHABOWSKI, FORMERLY 
ONE OF SEVERAL DEPUTY EDITORS. 

4. COMMENT. HERRMANN’S APPOINTMENT AS PARTY 
SECRETARY FOR THE KEY POSITION OF AGITATION AND 
PROPAGANDA APPEARS TO CONSTITUTE A PROMOTION FOR 
HERRMANN IN TERMS OF RESPONSIBILITIES IF NOT OF 

RANK AND SUGGESTS THAT HE MAY WELL BE CONSIDERED FOR 
FULL MEMBERSHIP IN THE POLITBURO. AS ONE OF THE 
YOUNGEST AND PROBABLY MOST ABLE, HE CAN BE EXPECTED 
TO HAVE AN IMPORTANT IMPACT ON GDR POLICIES. CLEARLY 
HIS MAIN RESPONSIBILITY WILL BE DOMESTIC PROPAGANDA, 

FOR WHICH HE IS UNUSUALLY WELL QUALIFIED. HE WILL ALSO 
PROBABLY HAVE A POLICY ROLE IN REGARD TO CULTURAL 
ISSUES WHICH WILL HAVE AN IMPACT ON THE REGIME'S 
RELATIONS WITH DISSIDENT INTELLECTUALS. IT IS NOT 
CLEAR WHETHER HE WILL RETAIN HIS RESPONSIBILITIES 
FOR INNER-GERMAN ISSUES. HERRMANN IS A CLOSE 
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ASSOCIATE OF HONECKER AND HIS APPOINTMENT SHOULD MEAN 
THAT HONECKER'SPOSITION WITHIN THE POLITBURO AND 
HIGHER PARTY APPARATUS REMAINS AT LEAST AS STRONG 
AS IT WAS BEFORE LAMBERZ' DEATH. IT SHOULD ENSURE THAT 
HONECKER CAN KEEP THE EAST GERMAN MEDIA AND 
PROPAGANDA APPARATUS UNDER CONTROL. IT WOULD ALSO SEEM 
TO BE A VOTE OF CONFIDENCE IN HONECKER'S INNER 
GERMAN POLICY. END COMMENT. BOLEN 
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